Asthma and hyperthyroidism. A report of 4 cases.
For many years it has been known that thyrotoxicosis can worsen asthma, increasing both the frequency and severity of asthma attacks and increasing requirements for medication. Clinical recognition of this association may be difficult. Thyrotoxic asthmatics frequently experience side-effects from medications, particularly beta-receptor agonists and theophyllines. Four case reports of asthmatics in whom thyrotoxicosis was diagnosed are presented. All 4 patients improved on returning to euthyroid status. The mechanism responsible for the harmful interaction is not known.